Building the Kingdom Planning — Year 4 2022-23

Term Topic Big Questions | Opportunities/Outcomes Catholic Social Teaching Scripture
reference
Autumn | Invasion How do we Learn about the famous monk, St Bede (AD 673-735). | (Rights and James 2:14-
know about Discover why he is such an important historical figure. | Responsibilities — link to 18
the past? Use a selection of source materials to find out about St. Bede’s responsibility to | Faith without
him and develop a character profile about him and his | accurately works is
work. Widely regarded as the greatest Anglo-Saxon translate/record historical | dead.
scholar, St Bede wrote about 40 books. His most documents)
detailed account is from AD 730, 300 years after the The Catholic tradition
Saxon invasions began. Many modern-day schools and | teaches that human
churches are named after him. dignity can be protected
Ask pupils to lead a prayer service on the theme of St. | and a healthy community
Bede. Bede was moreover a skilled linguist and can be achieved only if
translator, and his work made the Latin and Greek human rights are
writings of the early Church Fathers much more protected and
accessible to his fellow Anglo-Saxons, which responsibilities are met.
contributed significantly to English Christianity. Therefore, every person
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=3213 | has a fundamental right to
(prayer written by St. Bede) life and a right to those
things required for human
How do we Research Viking beliefs about death and the afterlife. | decency. Corresponding to

show respect
towards the
dead?

Compare the ways in which Vikings of different class
and importance were buried, from magnificent Viking
ship burials of the wealthy and important, to the
underground chambers where poor peasants were
buried. Perform a role-play of different Viking burials
to illustrate the differences.

Note: Valhalla was the Viking afterlife, where Odin
welcomed dead heroes who died in battle. Those who
died elsewhere were sent to a dark and frozen world
known as Niflheim. Compare Viking beliefs with
Catholic beliefs. Discuss the life and dignity of the
human person and how when a person dies, their life
needs to be celebrated.

these rights are duties and
responsibilities--to one
another, to our families,
and to the larger society.

(Dignity of the human
person)
The Catholic Church

proclaims that human life

1 Corinthians
3:16

You are holy,
for you are
God’s temple
and God
dwells in you.



https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=3213
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is sacred and that the
dignity of the human
person is the foundation
of a moral vision for
society. This belief is the
foundation of all the
principles of our social
teaching. We believe that
every person is precious,
that people are more
important than things, and
that the measure of every
institution is whether it
threatens or enhances the
life and dignity of the
human person.

Autumn

*Children to choose their own big question based on
any subject/topic covered during the term. Pupils to
lead as much as possible. Teachers to facilitate with
ideas/stimuli if necessary and then to support with
links to Catholic social teaching.*
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Spring

Misty
Mountain,
Winding
River

Are we
developing or
destroying?

What is my
role in
society?

Look at a number of images of two contrasting
mountainous regions. Use the images to brainstorm
what they can see in two lists — human and physical
features. Present their observations to others in the
group, comparing what they have written. Discuss any
examples of human impact that they have seen and
consider whether these impacts are positive or
negative. Discuss how climate change is affecting
mountainous regions and humanity’s responsibility
for this. https://www.wwf.org.uk/where-we-
work/mountainous-environments Opportunity to
raise awareness/fundraise for WWF

Find out about the charity, Mountain Rescue, looking
at what they do and the advice that they give about
keeping safe. Opportunity to raise
awareness/fundraise for mountain rescue. Note: Ask
the children to create dramatic scenarios based on
mountain rescue, first aid and personal safety in
mountainous environments. Reflect on the
importance of the rescuer’s jobs, why they do it and
how their job is a way to participate in God’s creation.
Explore what jobs pupils feel they would like to do
when they are older. Explain the importance of work
for our development, our mental health and for the
good of society.

(Stewardship of God’s
Creation)

We show our respect for
the Creator by our
stewardship of creation.
Care for the earth is not
just an Earth Day slogan, it
is a requirement of our
faith. We are called to
protect people and the
planet, living our faith in
relationship with all of
God’s creation. This
environmental challenge
has fundamental moral
and ethical dimensions
that cannot be ignored.

(Dignity of Work and the
Rights of Workers)

The economy must serve
people, not the other way
around. Work is more
than a way to make a
living; it is a form of
continuing participation in
God’s creation. Work is a
good thing for man-a good
thing for his humanity-
because through work
man not only transforms

Leviticus
25:1-7

The land
itself must be
given a rest
and not
abused.

Deuteronomy
14:28-29

The Lord
blesses our
work so that
we may share
its fruits with
others.



https://www.wwf.org.uk/where-we-work/mountainous-environments
https://www.wwf.org.uk/where-we-work/mountainous-environments
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nature, adapting it to his
own needs, but he also
achieves fulfillment as a
human being and indeed,
in a sense, becomes "more
a human being.” (St. John
Paul Il, On Human Work
[Laborem Exercens], no. 9)

Spring

*Children to choose their own big question based on
any subject/topic covered during the term. Pupils to
lead as much as possible. Teachers to facilitate with
ideas/stimuli if necessary and then to support with
links to Catholic social teaching.*

Summer

Ancient
Civilisations

Who has God
called me to
be?

Research jobs/roles that were carried out during the
Ancient Egyptian period e.g. Pharaoh, vizier, scribe,
priest, farmers, servants etc. Role-play carrying out
each of the jobs, discussing the difference in
expectations, pay and working environment. Do each
of these jobs seem fair? What rights do these workers
have and are they being met? Compare with pupils’
jobs —what are your jobs? Consider at school and
home. What are you expected to do? What do you
receive in return? Link to UNICEF — what are your
rights as a child? Are your rights being met?

Research the use of Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics.
Give pupils a copy of the hieroglyphic alphabet for
them to write their name in hieroglyphics. Reflect on

(The Dignity of Work and
the Rights of Workers)
The economy must serve
people, not the other way
around. Work is more
than a way to make a
living; it is a form of
continuing participation in
God’s creation. If the
dignity of work is to be
protected, then the basic
rights of workers must be
respected--the right to
productive work, to
decent and fair wages, to
the organization and
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How do we
communicate?

the reasons why hieroglyphics were used and what
we can learn about Ancient Egyptian life from them.
Why is it important to record events in writing? How
would know about important historical events if
accounts hadn’t been written down. Make a time
capsule for a future Year 3 class, including letters
detailing the past year. (For current year) The
pandemic of COVID-19 has caused our daily lives to
change dramatically. We need to inform future
generations of our experiences so that they can
understand what life was like for us and learn from it.
Reflect on how we had to work as a community —we
had to all follow the same rules; technology was more
readily used for us to communicate socially and
professionally etc. (You could include a message in
hieroglyphics for future pupils to decode — to link back

Egyptians)

joining of unions, to
private property, and to
economic initiative.

(Dignity of the Human
Person)

The Catholic tradition
teaches that human
dignity can be protected
and a healthy community
can be achieved only if
human rights are
protected and
responsibilities are met.
Therefore, every person
has a fundamental right to
life and a right to those
things required for human
decency. Corresponding to
these rights are duties and
responsibilities--to one
another, to our families,
and to the larger society.

Summer

*Children to choose their own big question based on
any subject/topic covered during the term. Pupils to
lead as much as possible. Teachers to facilitate with
ideas/stimuli if necessary and then to support with
links to Catholic social teaching. *




