Topic Big Questions Opportunities/Outcomes Catholic Social Teaching Bible quote
Gallery How does After exploring expression (both in visual art and in (Stewardship of God’s Creation) Deuteronomy
Rebels creation inspire | music), impressionism and surrealism; ask pupils to We show our respect for the Creator by our 14:28-29
us? choose the style that they prefer and to create a piece stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is The Lord
of artwork (this can be visual art, a piece of music or a not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement | blesses our

How can a
picture paint a
thousand
words?

piece of drama). Ask them to use Care for God’s creation
as a theme. Allow time and opportunity for pupils to
experience different elements of creation.
Perform/exhibit artwork for the rest of the school and
allow pupils to guess which aspect of creation is being
celebrated?

Look at some examples of religious art. Discuss as a
group. How do these paintings/sculptures make you
feel? What are they about? Pupils are to choose a
painting/sculpture and write about what they can
see/what it represents. Challenge — can they write 1000
words about 1 picture? Discuss the role of artists — what
do they bring to society?

of our faith. We are called to protect people
and the planet, living our faith in relationship
with all of God’s creation. This environmental
challenge has fundamental moral and ethical
dimensions that cannot be ignored.

(The Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers)

Work should be the setting for this rich
personal growth, where many aspects of life
enter into play: creativity, planning for the
future, developing our talents, living out our
values, relating to others, giving glory to God.
Work is a necessity, part of the meaning of life
on this earth, a path to growth, human
development and personal fulfilment. (Pope
Francis, On Care for Our Common Home
[Laudato Si'], nos. 127-28)

work so that we
may share its
fruits with
others.




Frozen
Kingdom

How can my
actions change
the world?

Is there a place
for everyone?

Find out about the biodiversity of the Arctic or Southern
Ocean, using information books and other sources of
information. Make a list of similarities and differences.
Select a favourite sea creature to research further. Find
facts, make drawings, label diagrams and keep notes
about their favourite creature, creating a short
information sheet about it for a classroom display. Look
into the conservation work that is being carried out in
order to protect the Arctic.
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/issues/protect-the-
arctic/ Consider the impact of global warming and the
ways we can work together to reduce the impact as
much as possible. Ask pupils to plan a
project/event/activity to encourage the whole school to
reduce their carbon footprint. Reflect on bible passages
referencing humanity’s stewardship of the Earth. God
has given us the world and it is therefore our
responsibility to take care of it.

Construct outdoor shelters and dens, using materials
such as rope, tarpaulins, plastic sheets, blankets and
pegs. Take the temperature inside and outside with a
thermometer. Is there a difference?

Note: As an alternative, try putting up simple two-man
tents. How quickly can they create a shelter for
themselves and their team? Can they put up a tent
before the snowstorm starts? They’ll have to be quick.
Reflect on the fact that some people live like this, not as
part of an expedition or exploration but because they
have no choice. Raise awareness/fundraise for a local
homeless charity e.g. Crisis in Birmingham
https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/

(Stewardship of God’s Creation)

We human beings are not only the beneficiaries
but also the stewards of other creatures.
Thanks to our bodies, God has joined us so
closely to the world around us that we can feel
the desertification of the soil almost as a
physical ailment, and the extinction of a species
as a painful disfigurement. Let us not leave in
our wake a swath of destruction and death
which will affect our own lives and those of
future generations. (Pope Francis, The Joy of
the Gospel [Evangelii Guadium], no. 215)

(Option for the poor and vulnerable)

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable
members are faring. In a society marred by
deepening divisions between rich and poor, our
tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment
(Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs
of the poor and vulnerable first.

Genesis 2:15
Humans are
commanded to
care for God'’s
creation.

Isaiah 58:5-7
True worship is
to work for
justice and care
for the poor
and oppressed.



https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/issues/protect-the-arctic/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/issues/protect-the-arctic/
https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/

Darwin’s
delights

How does
morality affect
science?

How can we
protect the gift
of creation?

Debate a topical issue that relates to inheritance and
evolution, such as artificial selection, genetic cloning or
genetic engineering.

Note: Children will need to understand the differences
between artificial selection (selective breeding), genetic
engineering and genetic cloning. There are many
examples of media reporting on these topics, but try to
find ones which have a balanced view. The debate could
focus on areas such as the genetic engineering of plants
that are resistant to drought or disease, the cloning of
animal DNA to bring back extinct species or the selective
breeding of animals, including dogs, cattle and chickens.
Children could work in teams to plan an opening
introduction to the debate that states their argument.
Invite an audience to watch the debate and vote for the
team that they think gave the most convincing
argument.

Year 5’s Big Question is very similar and they will be
taking part in a debate — share ideas and work in
collaboration with them.

Use digital conservation maps, websites and books to
identify and list animal species that are at risk of
extinction. Choose three animals from the list, including
one each from the UK, a European region and North or
South America. Find out what factors are endangering
these species, such as human activity, habitat or climate
change. Create a poster to inform others about the
factors that are endangering the three species. Write
captions that explain the importance of the species to
the world as a whole.

Note: The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) website has a
species directory that lists the conservation status of
each animal.

(Dignity of the Human Person)

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life
is sacred and that the dignity of the human
person is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. The value of human life is being
threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell
research, and the use of the death penalty.

(Stewardship of God’s Creation)

We human beings are not only the beneficiaries
but also the stewards of other creatures.
Thanks to our bodies, God has joined us so
closely to the world around us that we can feel
the desertification of the soil almost as a
physical ailment, and the extinction of a species
as a painful disfigurement. Let us not leave in
our wake a swath of destruction and death
which will affect our own lives and those of
future generations. (Pope Francis, The Joy of
the Gospel [Evangelii Guadium], no. 215)




Lead the class to take part in a peaceful protest against
the hunting of endangered animals.

Tomorrow’s
World

Is technology
taking over our
lives?

Does
technology
endanger or
protect?

Research how the development of technology has
changed the world of work. How is the workplace
different today to what it was 20+ years ago? Look into
different industries to compare the extent of change.
Debate the positive and negative sides of technology. Is
technology replacing humans in the workplace? Or is it
creating jobs in terms of designing, programming etc?
Discuss how often we spend using technology each day
and what we use it for. What are the benefits and
disadvantages? Reflect on the impact technology has on
our social lives — both positively and negatively.

During the ‘Innovate’ stage, pupils will be designing a
webiste. Remind them about e-safety rules and be
aware of copyright issues as they create their websites.
Maybe they could add a CEOP button to their
homepage? Reflect on the ways in which technology can
pose risks to our safety but also the various ways it is
used for keeping us safe. Discuss the use of technology
in school and at home e.g. codes for entry into school,
security cameras, online registers, passwords, anti-virus
software on computers etc. Ask pupils to create a
PowerPoint presentation or video to explain
technology’s role in our safety. Share with the rest of
the school and on social media.

(Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers)
Work should be the setting for this rich
personal growth, where many aspects of life
enter into play: creativity, planning for the
future, developing our talents, living out our
values, relating to others, giving glory to God.
We were created with a vocation to work. The
goal should not be that technological progress
increasingly replace human work, for this
would be detrimental to humanity. Work is a
necessity, part of the meaning of life on this
earth, a path to growth, human development
and personal fulfilment. (Pope Francis, On Care
for Our Common Home [Laudato Si'], nos. 127-
28)

(Dignity of the Human Person)

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life
is sacred and that the dignity of the human
person is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. This belief is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe
that every person is precious, that people are
more important than things, and that the
measure of every institution is whether it
threatens or enhances the life and dignity of
the human person.

Deuteronomy
14:28-29

The Lord
blesses our
work so that we
may share its
fruits with
others.




A Child’s War

Can war be
avoided?

Discuss how it might be possible to prevent another
world war. What could we do? Research the role of the
United Nations and describe why it was set up and its
peacekeeping mission. Find out which countries are
members of the United Nations and find them on a map
or globe.

Note: Allow children plenty of time to share their
thoughts and ideas. Perhaps they could each quietly and
thoughtfully write a wish for peace, placingitin a
wishing jar. They could write them anonymously and
share them all as a class. Ask pupils to lead a prayer
service based on this theme.

Imagine leaving home for an unknown period of time,
packing your belongings into a box no bigger than a shoe
box. Ask children to think carefully about what they
would need and to bring their box of belongings into
school. When the children arrive at school, give each of
them a label, telling them to which part of the United
Kingdom they will be evacuated. Try to ensure that
friendship groups are sent to different places. You might
want to give parents and carers advance warning. After
separating, come back together to discuss how it felt.
Consider the homes and families that evacuated
children went to live with. Was it their
responsibility/duty to take the children in and care for
them? Consider the concept of solidarity and the notion
that we are all brothers and sisters and therefore we
have a responsibility to one another.

(Dignity of the Human Person)

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life
is sacred, and that the dignity of the human
person is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. This belief is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. The
intentional targeting of civilians in war or
terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic
teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war.
Nations must protect the right to life by finding
increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts
and resolve them by peaceful means.

(Solidarity and the common good)

We are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers
and sisters keepers, wherever they may be.
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice.1 The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peace in a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.

Romans 12: 9-
18

Love one
another,
contribute to
the needs of
others, live
peaceably with
all.

1 Corinthians
12:12-26

If one member
of Christ’s body
suffers, all
suffer. If one
member is
honoured, all
rejoice.







